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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE HONORARY 
CONSULTANTS 


The Executive Committee of the Honorary Consultants, meet- 
ing in the History of Medicine Division of the Army Medical 
Library, at Cleveland, on May 27, 1947, agreed to hold the Fourth 
Annual Meeting of the Association on October 10 and 11, 1947, in 
Washington. A program stressing the national obligations of the 
Army Medical Library is being developed. Detailed plans will not 
be available until the end of the summer. 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The Forty-Sixth Meeting of the Medical Library Association 
was held at the Allen Memorial Library, in Cleveland, May 27-29, 
1947. Miss Helen G. Field, of the Catalog Division, was moderator 
for a discussion of problems of medical subject headings. Mr. Scott 
Adams read a paper on the Library of Congress Mission to Europe. 
The reports of Mrs. Eleanor M. Coffyn, MLA Delegate to the Joint 
Committee on the Union List of Serials, and Miss M. Ruth 
MacDonald, MLA Delegate to the Council of National Library 
Associations, were read. The History of Medicine Division held 
open house and had a display of problems encountered in its book 
restoration program. 


HISTORY OF MEDICINE ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Colonel McNinch, the Commandant, attended the Twentieth 
Annual Meeting of the American Association of the History of 
Medicine, at Cleveland on May 25 and 26, where Colonel McNinch 
reported on the progress of the preparation of the History of the 
U. §. Army Medical Department in World War II. Two of the 
Honorary Consultants, Dr. Chauncey D. Leake and Dr. Sanford 
V. Larkey, presented papers at the meeting, and Dr. John F. Fulton, 
President of the Association, gave the talk on Harvey Cushing at 
the Annual Banquet. 
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NEW MEDICAL SERIALS 


Noteworthy among new serials added are: 
British Journal of Cancer, Vol. 1, No. 1, March 1947. 


Annali Italiani di Dermatologia e Sifiliografia, Anno 2, No. 4, 
Jan.-Feb. 1947. 


Rassegna Guiliana di Medicina, Trieste, April-May 1945. 


Szeged University, Institute of Medical Chemistry, Studies 
edited by Szent-Gyoérgyi, Vol. 1-3, 1941-1943. 


The Reference Division, as well, has compiled a list of new 
foreign serials, 1946-1947, received in the Army Medical Library. 
This list soon will be published in the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association. 


NEWS FROM JAPAN 


Six hundred and eighty-five pounds of Japanese medical peri- 
odicals issued during the war years were received through Army 
channels. It is interesting to note that the Japanese custom of 
including English abstracts was continued after Pearl Harbor. 


UNION CATALOG OF PORTRAITS 


In answer to the Library’s request, printed in the April issue 
of the NEWS, two medical libraries have offered to supply cards 
for their portrait collections. The Library plans a centralized ser- 
vice to assist individuals throughout the country to locate portraits. 


The Army Medical Library is anxious to secure a complete file 
of photographs of its Honorary Consultants and would appreciate 
receiving autographed prints (preferably 8 x 10-inch) of all those 
Consultants who have not recently made such a contribution to the 
Library’s growing collection of portraits. 


REPRINTS AVAILABLE 


A limited number of reprints of Mr. Richard Hood’s ‘The 
Army Medical Library,” published in SCIENCE for April 25, 1947, 
are available. Requests should be addressed to the Commandant, 
Army Medical Library. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 


Among the distinguished visitors to the Army Medical Library 
from other countries during June were: 





Dr. Michel Bechet, Avignon, France. 

Dr. Henri Bompart, Paris, France. 

Dr. Francisco Cifarelli, Rosario, Argentina. 

Dr. Hugh Clegg, Editor of the British Medical Journal. 

Dr. Gerardo Elkeles, Instituto de Intercambio Cultural, Argen- 
tino-Norte Americano, Cordoba, Argentina. 

Dr. V. R. Naidu, Mysore University School of Medicine, 
Mysore, India. 

Mr. J. H. P. Pafford, Librarian, Goldsmith’s Library of the 
University of London. 

Mr. Carlos Victor Penna, Director of the Library School, Museo 
Social, Buenos Aires. 

Dr. E. Ashworth Underwood, Director of Wellcome Historical 
Museum. 


Dr. Underwood also visited the History of Medicine Division, in 
Cleveland, as did Dr. John Beattie of the Royal College of Surgeons. 


DISPLAY OF HERBALS 


When the national convention of the Herb Society of America 
met in Cleveland, a number of the Society’s members visited the 
Medical History Division on the afternoon of June 17 to see an 


exhibit of old herbals. 


MICROFILM EXHIBIT 


_ The Army Medical Library will have an exhibit representing 
its microfilming activities at The Fifth International Congress of 
Pediatrics, to be held in New York City, July 14 to 17, 1947. 


PROSTHESES, 1876 


In consideration of the plight of amputees of World War II 
and their difficulties with artificial limbs, it is interesting to read 
the catalogs of various artificial leg manufacturers of the period 
following the Civil War. 





4 JULY, 1947 
| 


The following is composed of excerpts from a catalog called 
Mark’s PATENT ARTIFICIAL LIMBS WITH INDIA RUBBER 
HANDS AND FEET, published in New York in 1876: It quotes 
from an article in APPLETON’S JOURNAL, June 19, 1875. 


“Such improvements have been made in late years that, in all 
but a sense of touch, an artificial leg performs the most important 
duties of a natural one, allowing the wearer to walk, run, or sit at 
ease, and to endure an astonishing degree of fatigue in an upright 
position. It is noiseless, and only an expert can detect it,” 


“A brevet major of United States Volunteers, who was cut in 
two during the war, writes, ‘I walk six miles every day without a 
cane or other assistance.’ Another martyr of gunpowder declares, 
‘I am employed in a locomotive works, and with the aid of an artifi- 
cial leg I am able to support a large family.’ Think of supporting 
a large family on an artificial leg, and dandling a baby on an arti- 
ficial knee! And what a sermon and example it is to those who 
complain that they cannot afford to marry with even the two nat- 
ural limbs at their service!” 


“Still another writes, ‘With my artificial leg I have visited the 
Highlands and all the noteworthy scenery of Ireland, Wales, Eng- 
land, Germany, France, and Switzerland ...’” 


“We imagine that the wearers of these artificial limbs grow 
attached to them as to a meerschaum pipe, and it occurs to us that 
there must be a large amount of satisfaction in taking one’s leg off 
and rubbing it up and down in a fondling way. Some connoisseurs 
have collections of legs—week-day legs, Sunday legs, dancing legs, 
and riding legs, each expressly made for a distinct purpose. But 
this is vanity and leadeth only unto vexation of the spirit.” 


(Marks, according to his catalog, was “commissioned by the 
Surgeon-General to furnish artificial limbs to Commissioned Officers, 
Soldiers and Seamen of the United States Army and Navy, FREE 
OF CHARGE TO THEM, agreeable with all Acts of Congress relat- 
ing thereto.) 


LIBRARY EMPLOYEES RECEIVE AWARDS 


Mrs. Nellie Markham and Miss Ruth Martin of the Photodupli- 
cation Section, AML, were awarded the Meritorious Service Award 
for outstanding services throughout the war years. 











